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“ PROVE ALL THINGS; HOLD FAST THAT WHICH IS GooD.”’ 





(from Ballou’s Notes on the Parables. ] 
PARABLE III. 

“‘ Ye are the salt of the earth: but if the salt have lost 
its savor, wherewith shall it be salted? it is thenceforth 
good for nothing, but to be cast out, and to be trodden un- 
der foot of men.” —Mart. v. 13. 

As will be showa in notes on another para- 
ble in this chapter, Christ represented the op- 
eration of the Holy Spirit by fire, under the si- 
militude of salt. So in this parable he speaks 
ef his disciples as answering the same purpose 
to the earth, by which we understand mankind 
at large, as the fire or divine salt did to them. 

2d. He shows how unprofitable they would 
be in their holy calling, should they depart from 
the spirit of that fire by which he would baptize 
them, by the worthlessness of salt when it had 
lost its savor. 

3d, ‘That instead of their having power over 
their adversaries, and wisdom to ‘silence gain- 
sayers ; they would themselves be overcome 
by them, is meant by salt being cast out, and 
trodden under foot of men, 

ILLUSTRATION. 

Agreeably with the above notes, we may 
consider, Ist. The important character of the 
true ministers of the gospel. 

2d. Their liability to lose that influence a- 
mong men, which renders them profitable in 
the ministry, 

3d. The disrespect with which a ministry is 
justly treated, which is destitute of the savor 
of the word of salvation. 

As it is the nature of salt to save, preserve, 
and season, so is the true and faithful ministry 
of the gospel efficacious to save men from sin, 
to preserve them in uncorruptible purity, and 
to bring them into that proper temperament of 
mind by which they are acceptable sacrifices 
unto God through Jesus Christ. 

The use of salt is seen in the directions giv- 
en concerning sacrifices in Ley, ii. 13. “ And 
every oblation of thy meat-offering thou shalt 
season with salt ; neither shalt thou suffer the 
salt of the cov enant of thy God to be lacking 
from thy meat-offering : with all thine offer- 
ings thou shalt offer salt.” This salt is the 
divine power of the covenant of God to save 
from sin, and reconcile the sinner to God, as 
may be seen by Rom. xv. 16. “ that I should 
be the minister of Jesus Christ to the Gentiles, 
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ministering the gospel of God, that the offering 
up of the Gentiles might be ace -eptable, being 
sanctified by the Holy Ghost.” The Holy 
Ghost is therefore, ihe salt of the everlasting 
covenant ordered and in all things sure. 

2d. A departure from the simplicity of the 
gospel of God, disallowing the power of the 
salt of the covenant to sanctify and seasen the 
sacrifice, setting up creeds, modes and forms 
as necessary unto salvation, leading proselytes 
to depend on a righteousness of their own for 
acceptance with God, is undoubtedly meant by 
the ministers of the word losing their savor, 
and becoming good for nothing. Such has 
been the melancholy falling away of the chris- 
tian ministry, and such, for a long time, has 
been the unprofitableness of their labors.— 
There is no room for misjudging in this case, 
for the multitudes who have been proselyted 
by them, have discovered as’ much unholiness 
as the old Gentiles did before the gospel was 
preached by the apostles. This is witnessed 
by the cruel persecutions at the headyef which 
has ever been found a carnal minigf 
sing creeds and carnal ordinances 0% , of 
their own invention. And the great want of 
charity and brotherly kindness among the dif- 
ferent orders of the clergy of this country, too 
plainly shows their want of that salt of the co- 
venant of God; while the ill will and injuri- 
ous bigotry of professors in genera! too plain- 
ly discover that they imitate their leaders. 

These observations are not designed to rep- 
resent that there are no instances, even in afl 
denominations, of faithful evangelical minis- 
ters of the word, but it is very evident that this 
class is by far the minority. 

In departing from the power of the gospel 
covenant, the christian clergy have acted the 
part which the prophet Ezekiel accuses the 
shepherds of Israel of acting. See xxxiv. 4, 
“ The diseased have ye not strengthened, nei- 
ther have ye healed that which was sick, nei- 
ther have ye bound up that which was broken, 
neither have ye brought again that which was. 
driven away, neither have ye sought that which 
was lost ; but with force and with cruelty Hiave 
ye ruled them.” With unreasonable, unscrip- 
tural, and cruel doctrines and ecclesiastical 
disciplines, have the sheep of Christ been driv- 
en from the fold, and scattered on barren 
mountains. Therefore, “thus saith the Lord 
God, behold, I am against the shepherds ; and 






and I will require my flock at their hands, and 
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swer: It is generally agreed, that it was writ- 
ten sometime between the death of Joseph and 
the delivery of the law at Sinai. It is perhaps 
umpossible for us to fix its precise date. Nor 
is this at all important, as to the object of our 
present investigation. Those who wish to see 
the various opinions entertained concerning 
this, may consult Gray’s Key, p. 228—258. 
3d. Was Job a real, or only a fictitious per- 
son? Answer; Some have held the latter o- 
pinion, 
Job was a real person, for in after parts of 


Scripture, his afflictions are represented as | 


real afflictions, and his patience under them as 
real patience, and as an example tous. He 
is spoken of just as Noah and Daniel are. 
One of the sons of Issachar, is called Job, 
Gen. xlvi. 13, and was one ef Jacob’s grand- 
children, who went down with him into Egypt. 


If this was the person, who forms the subject | 


of the book of Job, it fixes, generally the peri- 
od in which he lived. 

4th. Is every thing in the book of Job to be 
understood literally, or is any allowance to be 
made for embellishment or allegorical repre- 
sentation? Answer: Although I think Job 
was areal person, yet many things are set 
forth in the way of allegory. For example, 
God is not only represented as talking with 
satan, but as influenced by him to bring ac- 
cumulated sufferings ona just man without 
cause. These are brought in such rapid suc- 
cession too, as seldom occurs among men. 


Besides; there seems something studied and 


“artificial, that only one servant should make 
his escape, to tell Job what had happened, and 
before he is well done, only one more makes 
his escape to bring additional evil tidings. 
And just as he closes his speech, ‘a third also 
in like manner, and a fourth in the same way 
arrives, and closes the first scene of Job’s ca- 
lamities. Besides, throughout the whole book, 
there is something very studied and artificial 


in the set speeches of Job and his friends, and | 


even of God himself at the close. The writer 
gives Job just double the number of camels, 
oxen, sheep, and asses, without one more or 
less, which he had at the beginning. And he 
gives him precisely the same number of sons, 


and the same number of daughters, as at the | 
And finally leaves Jeb in a more pros- | 
perous condition than before his afflictions | 


first. 


came upon him, with a long life of enjoying 
his prosperity. The book concludes without 
any notice of the removal of Job’s disease, 
which by some ig called elephantiasis, and was 
deemed by physicians incurable. 
whole been matter of fact, and nothing in it 
allegorical, we hardly think such artificial 
statements could have been given, 

5th. In what part of the world, were the 
scenes of the book of Job laid? Answer; we 
are told chap. i. 1, that—‘ there was a man in 
the land of Uz, whose name was Job.” That 
this was in Chaldea or its neighborhood, is 








lam strongly inclined to think that | 


Had the | 


almost certain, for the Chaldean robbers or 
freebooters are said to have carried away Job’s 
flocks, chap, 1.17. Dr. Parish in his Sacred 
Geography, says—“ Bochart and the authors 
of the Universal History, and some others 
place the land of Uz far south from Damascus, 
and almost directly east from the tribe of Reu- 
ben, and west from Chaldea, in Arabia De- 
serta.” But see his work on the word Uz for 
other opinions about this. See also Gray’s 
Key, as referred to above. It is not of essen- 
| tial importance, to determine the preeise spot 
where Job lived. It is sufficient for our pur- 
| pose that he lived in the east. See Job i. 3. 
| 6th. What were the religious opinions of the 
people where the scenes of the book are laid ? 
| Answer: This is a point of very great impor- 
| tance to ascertain. Orthodox men who cer- 
| tainly did not write to favor my opinions shall 
furnish us with all necessary information about 
this: Prideaux in his Connexions, vol. 1. pp. 
185—6. thus writes: “ Directly opposite to 
these were the Magians, another sect, who had 
their original in the same eastern countries 5 
for they abominating all images, worshipped 
God only by fire. ‘They began first in Persia, 
and there, and in India, were the only places 
where this sect was propagated; ard there 
they remain even to this day. ‘Their chief 
doctrine was, that there were two principles, 
one which was the cause of all good, and the 
other the cause of all evil: that the former is 
represented by light, and the other by dark- 
ness, as their truest symbols; and that, of the 
composition of these two, all things in the world 
are made : the good god they name Yazdan, and 
also Drmudz, and the evil god, Ahraman : the 
former is by the Greeks called Oramasdez, and 
the latter Arimanius. And therefore, when 
Xerxes prayed for that evil upon his enemies, 
that it might be put into the minds of all of 
them to drive their best and bravest men from 
them, as the Athenians had Themistocles, he 
addressed his prayer to Arimanius the evil god 
| of the Persians, and not to Oramasdez their 
‘good god. And concerning those two gods 
there was this difference of opinion amongst 
| them, that whereas some held both of them to 
‘ have been from all eternity, there were others 
that contended, that the good god only was e- 
ternal, and that the others were created. But 
they both agreed in this,there will be a contin- 
ual opposition between these two till the end of 
‘the world ; that then the good god shall over- 
come the evil god, and that from thenceforward 
‘each of them shall have his world to himself, 
that is, the good god his world with all good 
men with him, and the evil god his world with 
all evil men with him ; that darkness is the tru- 
est symbol of the evil god, and light the truest 
symbol of the good god. And therefore they 
always worshipped him before fire, as being the 
cause of light, and especially before the sun, 
as being in their opinion the most perfect fire, 
and causing the most perfect light. And for 
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this reason, in all their temples, they had fire 
continually burning on altars erected in them 
for that purpose. 


as likewise they did all their private devotions 
before their private fires in their own houses, 


Thus did they pay the highest honor to light, | 


as being in their opinion the truest representa- 
tive of the good god ; but always hated dark- 


ness, as being, what they thought, the truest | 
representative of the evil god, whom they ever ' 
had in the utmost detestation, as we now have | 
the devil : and, for an instance hereof, when- , 


ever they had an occasion in any of their wri- 
tings to mention his name, they always wrote 


it backward, and inversed, as thus, ueweayy.” | 


TO BE CONTINUED. 
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EXCOMMUNICATION, 

We are again called upon to record a transacticn, 
which, could angels weep over the derelictions of mor- 
tals, would draw tears from their eyes. Mrs. Editha 
Curtis the author of the following letters, had been fur 
along time, a member of the Presbyterian church at 





Nine Mile Creck in Marcellus, Onondaga co. N. Y.— ! 


At length her spiritual understanding was enlightened 
by the truth, and she saw in the fulness of God’s love, 


a rich supply for all his offspring. She saw that his | 


goodness is infinite, that his grace is impartial, that 
his tender mercy is eternal and unchangeable. She 
found that God 1s the Saviour of all men, and finally 
rejoiced in the hope of the final restitution of all things. 

Being unwilling to put her light under a busiiel, she 


informed her brethren and sisters, as will be seen from 


her letters, of the joyful change which had been 
wrought within her; and stated her grounds of belief, 
in a charitable, friendly and commendable manner.— 
What was the result 7? Did they attempt to remove 
her doubts of the truth of their doctrine 7 No! They 
cut her off from their church; nut for any wickedness 
she had been guilty of, but for reputed nEREsY! !— 
Blessed be God, they are not entrusted with the keys 
of Heaven; the great ugap of tlie church of God has 
the keys of heaven and hell; and when he shuts no 
yan can open—when he opens no man can shut. Our 
prayer to God is, that the Saviour of sinners may 


speedily open the eyes, hearts and understandings of 


those blinded mortals who neither go into the kingdom 
of God themselves, nor suffer those who are entering 
to goin. We refrain from furthercomment,—the let- 
ters speak for themselves, 
LETTER I. 
Editha Curtis to her brethren and sisters of the church 
at Nine Mile Creek in Marcellus, 

Dearry Betoven:—I have either been so happy 
or else so unhappy as in some measure to change 
my religious sentiments; and the last communion 
day I did not partake ofthe bread aud wine, though 
I hope my soul feasted in the goodness and mer- 
ey of God with yours. But I think if you believed 
that Christ died for all, and that in the time of the res- 


And before these sacred | 
fires they offered up all their public devotions, | 





titution of all things, when all that the Father hath 
given to the Son shal! praise him, he will see of the 
' travail of his soul and be satisfied, you would be more 
happy than you now are. Our heavenly Father says 
that he hath given all things into his hands, and pow- 
| er over all flesh, that he may give eternal life to asma- 
ny as are given him. And our Saviour said, that all 
| power was given to him in heaven and earth; and he 
| is the propitiation’ for our sins, and not for ours only : 
| but also for the sins of the whole world. The proph- 
et says, he was wounded for our transgressions, and 
bruised for ovr iniquities; and by his stripes we are 
healed. Ali we like sheep had gone astray, we have 
| turned every one to his own way, and the Lord hath 
' laid on him the iniquities of us all. Our Saviour said, 
“ And I, if I be lifted up, will draw all men unto me.” 
Now I think, if you believed these and the rest of the 
: gracious promises contained in the scriptures, your 
tongues would not be so silent in the praises of God 
when you meet together as they now are. For if it 
is a greater blessing to have ten saved than one, then 
the blessing must be in proportion, in saving the Whole 
human family. . 
Christ is the head of every man; and do you think 
he will be satisfied while any member of his body is in 
misery? He is the true light that lighteth every man 
that cometh into the world : He is the way, the truth, 
and the life; he that believeth on bim shall not be a- 
shamed. And | think it is the sincere desire of my 
heart, if I am in error, that [ may be convinced; and, 
that if you are, that you may beconvinced. Forl 
really believe, tuat the more goodness, mercy and love 


we believe in of our heavenly Father, the more, 
shalilove him. We tvat loveth is born of God 

God is love. How can I believe that he will ever 

the works of his hands? Heis ofthe same mind now 
| that he ever was, and none can turn him. His tender 
mercies are over all his works, and he is no respecter 


of persons. 

Now, my brethren and sisters, the reason why I did 
not partake of the bread and wine, was, because I 
thought it would be deceiving you and all who knew 
of it, without letti.g you know that my belief was 
changed. If you can now feel free to commune with 
me, I shall be happy to come forward; but if not, I 
shall stay away without any hard feelings. And I pray 
God of his boundless mercy to enlighten all our minds 
into a knowledge of the truth; for if we believe the 
truth, the truth will make us free;—free not only to 
forgive our friends, and commune with them, but free 
to forgive our enemies and love them. This I think 
is a cross which we all ought to take up more than we 
do, if we wish to enjoy the love of God: For he that 
loveth nut his brother whom he hath seen, how shall 
he love God whom he hath not seen ? 

I wish to ask you one question. Do you believe that 
the “‘ransomed of the Lord will return and come ta 
Zion with songs and everlasting joy upon their heads”’ 
—that they ‘shall obtain joy and gladness, and _sor- 
row and sighing shall flee away?” If youdo, I desire 
to have you tell me who the ransomed of the Lord 
are? And as you are not here, let me answer it from 
the New Testament. I think it is all for whom Christ 
died; and the apostle says, he “ tasted death for ever 
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ry man,’’ and that he ‘‘gave himself a ransom for all 
to be testified in due time.’’ We are further told that 
as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made 
alive ;”’—and ‘‘ as by one man’s disobedience many 
were made sinners, so by the obedience of one shall 
many be made righteous.’’ And further; ‘as by the 
offence of one, judgment came upon all men to con- 
demnation; so by the righteousness of one the free 
gift came upon all men unto justifeation of life.’-— 
God hath concluded all in unbelief that he might have 
mercy upon all. He says, by the which .witt we are 
sanctified through the offering of the body of Christ, 
once for all. Hence, the angel said unto the shepherds 
“fear not, for behold I bring you good tidings of great 
joy which shall be unto all people, for unto you is 
born this day in the city of David a Saviour who is 
Christ the Lord.’”’ I cannot see how it can be good 
news to all, if but a small part are tobe benefitted by 
it. “Hany of you can make att mean asmall part you 
think differently from me. 
The Lord reigneti, let the earth rejoice; for he 
mustireign till he hath put all enemics under his feet: 
“the last enemy that shall be destroyed is death. Then 
shall’be brought to pass the sayivg, that is written, 
death is swallowed up in victory: O.death, where is 
thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory ? The sting 
of death is sin, and the strength of sin is the law; but 
thanks be teGod who giveth us the victory through 
our Lord Jesus Christ. This is not by works of right- 
eousness which we have done, but by his great love 
he hath saved us,—not of works lest any man should 
boast. God locked upon us when we were in our sins, 
the time was a time of love; and we love lum be- 
} he first loved us. It wassaid ‘‘ behold the Lamb 
bd who taketh away the sin of the world. All 
things are of God, who hath reconciled us to him by 


Jesus Christ, and who hath given us the ministry of 


reconciliation, to wit, that God was in Christ, reconcil- 
ing the world unto himself, not imputing their tres- 
passes unto them; that in the dispensation of the ful- 
ness of times he might gather together in one, all 
things in Christ, both which are in heaven and which 
are in earth, even in him. 

After all these promises I do not see how we can 
put too much confidence in the love of Christ. For 
while we were sinners he died for us. 

I have written three times as much as I intended 
when I began ; but the thought that aH creatures in 
heaven and on earth, and under tire earth, and such as 

“are in the sea, shall finally be brought to sing blessing, 
and honor, and glory, and power be to hiim that sitteth 
on the throne and to the Lamb for ever andever, is so 
pleasing to me that I know not bow to stop writing. 
But I will close, by praying that the God of all mer- 
cies, iff am right, will-direct me still in the right to 
stay; and if I am wrong to teach my heart to find the 


better way. 
EDITHA CURTIS. 


Before aperson can be considered a Bard among the 
Welsh, he must be gifted with Poctic Genius, which 
signifies, “‘ An eye that can sec Nature, @ heart thatcan 
feel Nature,and a resolution that dares follow Nature.” 
What a just and philosophical definition of genius ! 


__ MISCELLANY. 


[From the London Courier.] 
EXTREME MISERY. 
GENTLEMEN :—-Yesterday afternoon, Mr, 
Rogers, a chymist in Cheapside, brought in a 
| poor half-naked man of color, who had just 
; been applying to purchase some arsenic at his 
| shop, From his manner, and his extremely 
| destitute condition, Mr. Rogers believed that 
| he wanted the arsenic for the purpose of self- 
| destruction; and, therefore, he very humane- 
| ly brought him before the Alderman, in the 
| hope that, by receiving some charitable relief, 
he might be diverted from his miserable pur- 
pose, 

The poor fellow had no clothing, except a 
| coarse flannel shirt and very ragged canvass 
trowsers; and the Alderman, having compli- 
mented Mr, Rogers on his humanity, proceed- 
ed to question the wretched being belore him 
as to who and what ne was. 

His story was soon told:—He was stolen 
from his father’s house, he said, when he was 
| only seven years old, and sold into slavery at 
Rio Janeiro, where he was christened Louis 
Guled. After some years, he was brought out 
of slavery by the captain of an English mer- 
chant ship, and, on his arrival in England, he 
was re-christened John Hampden, From that 
time he had been chiefly at sea—sometimes in 
the merchant service, and sometimes in the 
Royal navy. He had served on board the Mu- 
| tine frigate, Gaptain De Courcy, at the seige 
| of Algiers; after which he was turned adrift, 
and had ever since been wandering about Lon- 
don, unable to obtain employment, and “ get- 
ting more and more miserable every day.” 

* Then if you could find no employment,” 
said the Alderman, “how have you contrived 
to exist so long ?” 

“Sometimes I go about trying to gather a 
few bones,” he roplied, holding up a tattered 
bag: “ and if I cah find enough to sell for six- 
pence, I pay four-pence for my aight’s lodging, 
and spend the other two-pence in food, But 
sometimes I can’t find enough to buy me a 
crust; and then I go without food, and lie in 
the streets at night, until the watchman rouses 
me up from one place, and drives me to anoth- 
er. Twice have I been sent to prison, three 
months each time, for asking two or three half- 
pence, when I was so faint and hungry that I 
could not walk about any longer ; and in pris- 
on I have had nothing but bread and water ;— 
because they said I could get employment if I 
would,” 

“ But you went to a chymist’s shop in Cheap- 
side, this morning :—what was your object in 
going there?” asked the Alderman. 

“ I went for a ha’p’orth of arsenic—I had no 
more money,” he replied. 

“ And what did you mean to do with the a- 
senic ?” 
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“Why, If I must tell the truth, I meant to 
use it myself, that there might be an end to me 
at once. 1am sick of hunger and nakedness, 
and of being brow-beat, and put down, and im- 
prisoned, by a parcel of fellows, many of them 
not haifso good as myself; for, miserable as 1 
appear now, I am a geitleman if 1 had my 
right.” 

Alderman Crowther asked him if he should 
like to be sent back to his own country: and he 
replied: “my country? L have no country !.... 
It is thirty years and more wince I was stolen 
from my father’s house; and where am I to 
look for father, or for friends, after thirty years? 
I have no country—no friends—no home : and 
it would be better I should die out of the way !” 

The worthy Al@ferman told him his case cer- 
tainly appeared worthy of much commissera- 
tiong and, having pointed out to him the wick- 


edness of self-destruction, gave hima couple of 


* shillings, for his immediate necessities, and di- 
rected that he should be taken care of in the 
Giltspur-st. Comfter, until something could be 
done for him, “I send you to prison,” said 
his Worship, “ not by way of punishment, but 
in order that you may enjoy a few days of com 
fort and protection whilst your case is under 
consideration,” 

“God bless you, sir!” rejoined the poor fel- 
low; “and be pleased to remember that I am 
willing and able to work, if any body will be 
kind enough to employ me,” 


From the Candid Examiner. 
Suiciwe. Mr. Calvin Easton, of Milford, 
(Pa.) has fallen a victim to the soul-chilling 
and God-dishonoring doctrine of infinite par- 
tiality and endless misery. He recently be- 
came a convert to the calvinistic faith, under 
the ministrations of the Rev. Mr. G. The 
tremendous doctrine of devils and damned spir- 
® vts vociferated by this priest of modern Mo- 
loch, as from lungs ofbrass, was more than he 
could bear—and his sincerity proved his des- 
truction :—his mind became harrassed with the 
ief of an endless hell for the torment of sin- 
ina future world. He expressed doubts 
out the sincerity of his repentance, and des- 
paired of salvation. He believed he had “eat 
and drank uaworthily,” and that he “was a 
reprobate, sealed io everlasting misery.” —In- 
sanity was the consequence ; and the distracted 
miserable man sought relief in suicide, on Tues- 
day last.—“ Death, the friend to the wretch, 
whom every friend forsakes,” kindly came to 
Ris relief, and he left in despair a world, where 
he heard, instead of the gospel of life and sal- 
vation, (breathing “peace and good will to 
men,”) that pretended gospel thundering the 

anathemas of a revengeful and angry God, 
Christ declares, “1 am the door: by me, if 
any man enter in, he shal! be saved, and shall 
go in and out and find pasture. The thief co- 
meth not, but to steal, and to kill, and to des- 

















































































troy : Iam come that they might have life, and 
that they might have it more abundantly.” But, 
alas! this unfortunate man entered at a door 
where no pasture could be found—a door that 
leads to death. Let the heralds of sanctimon- 
ious error, and the instruments of mental dis- 
traction, remember that the blood of their vic- 
tims will be required. 
“ God is love.” The blessed Jesus “ healed 
all manner of diseases among the people.”"--— 
flis pretended followers afflict men with men- 
tal disease, the most agonizing and most incu- 
rable sickness that ever befel wretched man. 
Jesus Christ and his apostles never drove men 
to insanity.—On the couitrary, they relieved the 
sufferers, and cheerefl them with the tidings of 
peace and salvation. “ Do thyself no harm’ 
said Paul and Silas to the distracted jail 
“ Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, a 
shalt be saved—thou and thy houge,” 
junctions that he must beliewe in ang 
‘le hell and all its concomitants. 
Thus is presented another, among 
instances-which daly occur, of the awful con- 
sequences of that violent mode of conversion, 
where threats instead of perswaston are resort- 
ed to. 
Mr. aston was a respectable man, and his 
remains were interred with masonic honors, in 
a manner corresponding with the chdractez 


whicly fe had borne, a: 
3 > 


See 


NEWS OF THE Waak. 


The tavern-house of Mrs. Clarke, partly oceppieaea 
herself and Mr. H. B. Jones, was destroye by fire, op the 
night of Tucsday last—Not a pound of provisions, not an ar- 
ticks ‘ot furniture, not a rag of clothing was saved from the 
flames, excepting the night-clothes the poor sufferers had 
on when they fled from their beds, and escaped with their 
lives! It waea bitter cold night. What the amount of the 
loss was, we are unable to say, but it was the widow’s all.— 
We hope those possessed of feeling hearts, will open their 
hands cheerfully on this oceasion.— Donations of propert 
of any description, if put into the hands of FB, Merrill, 
Esq. willbe duly forwarded to the sufferers. 

M rs. Clarke, is the respected relict of the late Hon.A.8. 
Clarke, of the town of Erie, 








a 





~~ o— 

By the correspondence of the comptroller, who repaired 
to Washingtow at the request of the Governor, to effect the 
settlement of the account between this state and the gov- 
ernment ofthe United States, for expenditures made during 
the last war, it appears that that officer obtained from the 
general government, for 

$40,264 86 


Interest, 
Assigned Niagara Claims, 26,934 87 
$69,199 73 





Total, 
eee Oe 
The rage for counterfeiting is carried to great lengths in 
Philadelphia. A foolish fellow commenced the manufac- 
ture of cents from castiron! which was considered a hard 
business. 


Hon. Heman Allen, our present minister to Chili, has 
been elected a member of the next congress from the state 
of Vermont. 

He yer 

James Noble bas been re-elected a senator from the 
state of Indiana, for the term of six years from the 4th of 
March next. 


~-Oo— 
Eliza Beker has recovered a verdict of $1000 against a 
man by name of Anderson, at the circuit court lately held 
at Ithaca, for a breach of promise of marriage. 





24 





GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 





fe Gov. Lincoln in his message to the legislature of Massa- 
: chusetts speaks favorably of the projected rail-way from 
f Boston to Albany. 
HO @ GH 
Dr. Robinson of Brownville, Jefferson county, lately 
committed suicide, by taking a quantity of corrosive subli- 
mate! 


The Watertown Freeman states that the extensive iron 
works at Carthage were destroyed by fireon the night of 





i the 22d ult. The loss was considerable. They were in- 
sured. 
—_—_ 
The reservoir of the Ohio Canal on the Licking Sum- 
mit, is completed: itis intended to supply the main line of 
the canal with water in dry seasons, and Boo an area of 500 


acres. The embankment, with a wall of hewn timber in 

the centre, is more than two miles long, and cost $50,000. 
The snow fell at Uticaon Friday, the 12th inst. two and | 

a half feet deep. 


— 
id. to the Greeks.—On the 6th of January, a large 
g.was held at New-York, and a committee of 
fits most distinguished citizens, was appointed 
to. s6 aid°in money, food or clothing, fur the 


Burroughs, Esq. of Stonington, Con. offers 
Committee at New-York, the use of a new 
sgant brig, to carry out donations to the Greeks 
~-to sail in tiie veszel himself, and make no charge. 

“ annpethe profits of a performance at the Philadelphia 
Theatre, forthe benefit of the Greeks was $500. 
f ————— 
Canadian Forts.—Tle two new forts at the Short 
Hills on Henry’s farm, Mount Def.ance, will, it is said, 
command a view of Lakes Erie and Ontario in clear 
eather, and may be made the means of telegraphic 
31 ication between these lakes in case of war. 
ight of the highest. ground in the neighborhood 
ut 7 or 800 feet above Lake Ontario, These 
ill be about twenty miles from each lake. 





he louse of Mr. Isaac Lerine, of Hector, was burnt 
on the night of the Ist instant. One of his children, 
aged three years, perished in the flames, and a lad (13 
years old,) was so badly burnt in endeavoring tu extin- 
guish the fire and in rescuing three or four other chil- 
dren, that he died the next evening. 
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DIED.—In Buffalo on the 10th instant, Mr. George 
W. Fox, aged about 36. 

In Rehoboth, Ms. Elder Thomas Simmons, aged 
104 years, 5 months and 16 days. He supplied a pul- 

it until upwards of 90, and attended religious meet- 
/ ings until 100 years old. 
} In North Haven, Ct. Mrs. Amy Hult, aged 100 
years, 5 months and 25 days. 

In Prattsburgh, Steuben co. Jesse. Waldo, Esy. aged 
65, a revolutionary soidier. 

At a plantation near Kingston, Jam. Nov. 28, Charlotte 
Sanders, a free black woman, at the advanced age of 140 
years. She retained her faculties within a few days of her 
death. 

At Cheltenham, England, Nov. 12, Sir James Monk, 
late Chief Justice of Lower Canada. - 

At Springfield, Mass. while sitting in his chair, Harri- 
son Gray Otis, Jun. Esq. of Boston. 

In Wilkesbarre, Pa, on the 27th ult. Edward Covell, M. 
D. aged 35 yearg, 








Poetic Department. 











[From the Edinburgh Magazine.} 

“IT came tothe place of my birth, and said “the 
friends cf my youth, where are they?” and echo an- 
swered, 

“ WHERE ARE THEY.” 
Long years had elapsed since I gazed on the scene, 
Which my fancy had robed in its freshness of green, 
The spot when a school-boy all thoughtless £ strayed, 
By the bank of the stream in the gloom of the shade. 


I tho’tof the friends who had roamed with me there, 
When the sky was so blue, and the flowers so fair; 
All scattered, all sundered, by mountain and wave, 
And some in the cold, silent womb of the grave. 


I thoughtof the green banks that cifcled around, 
With wild flowers,sweet briar, and eglantine crowned, 
{ thought ofthe river, all stirless and bright, 

As the face of the sky on a mild summer’s night. 


And I tho’t of the trees under which we had strayed, 
Of the broad leafy boughs, with their coolness of shade; 
And I hoped, tho’ disfigur’d, some token to find, 

Ot the names and the carvings impressed on the rind. 


All eager { hastened the scene to behold, 

Rendered sacred and dear by the feelings of old ; 
And I dream’d that unalter’d my eye should explore 
This refuge, this haunt, this elysium of yore. 


’T was a dream ;—nota token, or trace could I view 
Of the scenes that | lov’d, or the trees that I knew. 
Like the shadows of night, at the dawning of day, 
Like the tale that is told—they had vapish’d away. 


And I thought the lone river that murmur'd along, 
Was more dull in its music, more sad in its song, 
Since the birds, that had rested and warbled above, 
Had all fled from its banks at the fall of the grove. 


I paused and the moral came home to my heart, 
Behold how of earth all the glories depart ; 

Our visions are baseless, our hope but a gleam— 
Our staff but a reed, and our life but a dream. 


Then, oh! let uslook—let our prospects allure 

To scenes that can fade not, to realms that endure ; 
To glories, to blessings, that triumph sublime, 

O’er the blightings of change, and the ruins of time: 
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